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Proclamation No 1/1996 Proclamation of Constitution of the
Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State

PREAMBLE
We the Berta, Gumuz, Shinasha, Mao and Komo
peoples:
Strongly committed in full and free exercise of our right to
self determination, to building a Regional State on the rule
of law as to ensure a lasting peace and democratic order
as well as to advance economic and sodial developmentin
ourCountryand our Region.
Convinced that fulfillment of these objectives requires
respect of individual, nationalities and peoples freedoms
and rights as well as to ensure the equality pf all cultures
and religions without any discrimination;

Further convinced that of the necessity of promoting
our prevalent co-existence and interaction we hawe long
inhabited.

Convinced that to build a strong regional community is
necessary for ensuring respect for our rights and
freedoms;

Determined to consolidate the peace and the democratic
order which the struggles of other Nations, nationalities
and peoplesas wellas ours have broughtabout.
Cognizant that our destiny can best be served by
eliminating all disputes inherited form the former ruling
classes and by standing in unison to exert our effort
towards development, and therefore we established
the Benishangul-Gumuz Nationa Regional State;
Have, therefore adopted on 1 July 1995 this
constitution through the representatives we have
duly elected and have given the mandate to be
members of the National Regional State Council.
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CHAPTER ONE
General provisions
Nomenclature of the National Regional state
This constitution establishes a democratic structure of the

Benishangul Gumuz National State. Accordingly, the Regional
State shall be known as The Benishangul Gumuz National Regional
State.
Article 2
Boarders of the Benishangul Gumuz National Region
The boarders of the Benishangul Gumuz National Regionare:
To the East, The Oromia Nationa Region.
To the west, The Sudan;
To the South, the Gambela peples’ National Region;
To the North, the Tigray National Region;
To the North East, the Amhara Nationa Region.
Article 3
The flag of the Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State.
The Benishangul Gumuz National Region shall have its own flag
and emblem.

The Flage
The flag of the National Regional State shall consist of red, black,

yellow, and green colors and shall have white frame on four of its
sides.

Meaning of the colors

The colors of the Flag shall represent the following meanings.

1. The red for the sacrifice paid to ensure the territorial
sovereignty of the Region and for the good relationship that the
Nationalities have forged with others through blood ties;

The black for the complexion of the Nationality

. The yellow for the mineral resources and hope of the Region;

The green for the fertility of the Region;
The white for peace;
2. The Emblem shall be a circle be a circle that shall

be embraced by bamboo branches connected by

gear at the bottom and shall have a bowl carrying

gold and balance onthe center.

Article 4
The Anthem

The Benishangul Gumuz Regional Shall have its own National
anthem. The National anthem of the Region, to be determined by
law, shall reflect the ideals of the Constitution, the commitment
of the peoples of the Regional to live together in a democratic
order and of their common destiny.
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Article 5

Languages
Ambharic shall be the working language of the Region.
All the languages of the regionshall enjoy equal recognition of the
Constitution of the Region.
Enjoy Nation and Nationality in the Region has the right to use its
own language or the language of its choice as a medium of
instruction.

Article 6

Capital City
Assosashall be the capital city of the Region
Article 7

Gender reference
Provisions of this constitution set in the masculine gender shall
also applyto thefeminine gender.
CHAPTER TWO
Fundamental principles of the Constitution
Article 8
Sovereignty of the people
Without prejudice to the supremacy of the constitution of the

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
Sovereign power in the National Regonal state resides in the
people of the Benishangul Gumuz National Region.
The Sovereignty of the people shall be expressed through their
elected representatives and through their direct democratic
participation.
Article 9

Supremacy of the constitution
Without prejudice to the supremacy of the constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;
1. This constitution is the supreme law of the National
Regional State. Any law customary practice or decision PF an
organ of the State or the public official which contravenes this
Constitution shall be of no effect;
2. All residents of the Regon. Organs of State, political
organizations and other associations as well as their officials have
the duty to ensure observance of the constitutionandto obey it;
3. Itis prohibited toassume state power in any manner
Other than that provided under this Constitution.
Article 10

Human and Democratic Rights
Human rights and freedoms, emanating from the nature of
mankind, areinviolable and inalienable.
Human and Democratic Rights of citizens peoples shall be
respected.
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Article 11
Separation of State and Religion

State and religion are separated
There shall be no State Religion.
The State shall not interfere in religious matters
and religion shallnotinterfere in state affair.
Article 12
Conduct and Accountability of Government

The conduct of affairs of government shall be
transparent.
In case of loss of confidence, the people may recall
elected representatives. The particulars of recall
shall bedetermined by law.
Any public official or an elected representative is
accountableforany failurein official duties.

CHAPTER THREE

Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
Article 13
Scope of Application and Interpretation

1. All legislative, executive and judicial organs of the
National Regional State at all levels shall the
responsibility and duty to respect and enforce the
provisions of this Chapter.
2. The fundamental rights and freedoms specified in
this Chapter shall be interpreted in a manner
conforming to the universal Declaration of Human
Rights and international instruments adopted by the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

PART ONE

Article 14
National Right of the Benishangul Gumuz Nationa
Regional State people
The Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State
people have an unconditional right to self-
determination, including the right to secession,
enshrined in the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.
In line with this, the Benishangul Gumuz National
Regional State people:
1. Shall have the right to maintain their national
identity; to preserve and promote their heritage and
history, to speak, and develop their own language and
express their own culture;
2. Shall have the right to self government in their
territory and to participate freely and without any
discrimination in the state structure of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;
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3. Shall hawe the right toself-govemment thatindudes the
right to establish institutions in the territory that they
inhabit and to equitable representation in the State and
FederalGovernment.

. shall exerdse their rights to self- determination, induding

the right to secession, where they are convinced that the
rights stated under sub-Artide (1-3) of this Artide hawe
been violated, suspended under the auspices of a union
with otherpeoples,

.Shall put the right to self-determination, induding

secession into effect:

a) When a demand for secession has approved by a two-
thirds majority of the members of the legislative coundl of
the Nation, nationality or people concerned;

b) When the federal Gowernment has organized a
referendum which musttake place within three years from
the time it received the concemed coundil’s decision for
secession.

c¢) When the demand for secession is supported by a
majorityvote inthe referendum;

d) When the federal Government will have transferred its
powers to the coundl of the Nationalities or peoples who
have votedto secede;and

e) When the division of assets is effected in a manner
prescribed by law.

A “nation, Nationality or people” for the purpose of this
Constitution. is a group of people who or share a large
measure of a common culture or similar customs, mutual
intelligibility of language; belief in a common or related
identities, a common psychological makeup, and who
inhabit an identifiable predominantly contiguous territory
of the National Regional.
PART TWO

HUMAN RIGHTS
Article 15
Rights to life, the Security of person and liberty

Every person has the inviolable and inviolable right
to life, the Security of person and liberty.

Article 16

Right to life
Every person has the right to life. No person may be
deprived of his life except as punishment for a
serious criminal offence determined by law.
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Article 17
The Right of the Security of person
Every one has the right to protection against bodily
norm.
Article 18
Right to Liberty
No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such
grounds and in accordance with such procedure as
are established by law.
No person may be subjugated to arbitrary arrest, and
no person may be detained without a charge or
conviction against him.
Article 19
Prohibition against Inhuman Treatment
Every one has to protection against cruel. Inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.
Trafficking in human beings for whatever purpose is
prohibited.
No one shall be required to perform force or
compulsory labour.
For the purpose of sub Article 3 of this Article the
phrase “forced or compulsory labour “shall not
include.

a) Any work or service normally required of a
person who is under detention in consequence of a
lawful order, or of a person during conditional release
from such detention;

b) In the cases of conscientious objectors, any service
exacted in lieu of compulsory military service:

¢) Any economic exacted in case of emergency or
calamity threatening the life or well-being of the
community.

d/ Any economic and social development activity
voluntarily performed by a community within its
locality.

Article 20
Rights of persons Arrested

1. Persons arrested have the right to be informed promptly.
In alanguage they understand of the reasons for their arrest
and of any charge against them.

2. Persons arrested have the right to remain silent.
Upon arrest, they have the right to be informed
promptly, in a language they understand, that ay
statement they make may be used as evidence against
them in court.

3. Persons arrested have the right to be brought

before a court within 48 hours o their arrest. Such
time shall not include the place of arrest to the court.
On appearing before a court, they have the Right to
be given prompt and specific explanation of the
reasons for their arrest due to the alleged crime
committed.
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4. Al persons hawve an inalienable right to petition the
court to order their physical release where the arresting
police officer or the law enforcer fails to bring hem before
a court with the prescribed time and to provide reasons
for theirarrest. Where the interest of justice requires, the
court may order the arrested person to remainin custody
or, when requested, remand him for a time strictly
required to carry out the necessary inwestigation. The
court shall ensure that the responsible law enforcement
authorities carry out the investigation respecting the
arrested person’srightto a speedytrail.

5. Persons arrested shall not be compelled to make

confessions or admissions which could be in evidence
against them. Any evidence obtained under coerdon shall
notbe admissible.
6. Persons arrested hawe right to be release on bail. In
exception drcumstances prescribed by law, the court may
deny bail or demand adequate guarantee for the
conditional release ofthe arrested person.
Article 21

Rights of persons Accused
Accused persons have the right to a public trail by an
ordinary court of law within a reasonable time after having
been charged. The court may hear case in a closed
secession only with a view a view to protecting the right to
privacy of the parties concerned. Public moral security.
Accused persons have the right o be informed with
suffident particulars of the charge brought against them
and to be giventhe charge in writing.
During proceedings accused persons hawe the right to be
presumed innocent until proved guiltyaccording to law to
be compelledto testify against themselves
Accused persons hawe the right to full access to any
evidence presented against them, to examine witnesses
testifying against them, to adduce or to hawe evidence
produce in their own defense, and to obtain the
attendance of and examination of witness on their behalf
beforethe Court.
Accused persons have the right to be represented by legal
counsel of their choice, and if they do not hawe suffident
means to pay foritand miscarriage of justice would result,
to be provided with legal representation at State expanse
All persons hawe the right of appeal to the competent
court against an order or a judgment of the court which
firstheard the case.
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7. They hawe the right to request for the assistance of an
interpreter at State expense where the court proceedings
are conductingin alanguage theydo not understand.
Article 22
The right of Persons Held in Custody and_Convicted
prisoners

All persons held in Custody and persons imprisoned upon
conviction and sentencing have the right to treatments
respecting theirhuman dignity.
All persons shall have the opportunity to communicate
with and to be visited by, their spouse, nearest relatives,
friends, medical doctors and theirlegal counsel.

Article 23
Non Retroactivity of Crime law
No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on
account of any act or omission, which did not constitute a
criminal offence at the time when it was committed. Nor
shall a heavier penalty be imposed on any person than the
one that was applicable at the time when the criminal
offence was committed,
Notwithstanding the provision of sub-Artide 1 of this
Artide, a law promulgated subsequent to the commission
of the offense shall apply if it is advantageous to be
accusedorconvicted person.

Article 24

Prohibition of double Jeopardy
No person shall be liable to be tried or punished again for
an offence for which he has already been finally convicted
or acquitted in accordance with the criminal law and its
procedure or any other law.
Article 25

Right to Honor and Reputation
Everyone has the right to respect for his human dignity,
reputation and honor.
Everyone has the right to be free development of his
personality in a manner compatible with the rights of other
citizens.
Everyone the right to recognition everywhere as a person.

Article 26

Right to equality

All persons are equal before the law and are entitled
without any discrimination to the equal protection of the
law. In this respect, the law shall guarantee to all persons
equal and effective protection without discrimination on
grounds of race, nation, nationality, or other social origin,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
property, birth or other status.



mailto:uwH@%60
mailto:wH@[cw

azek 27
PIA Ve@t PaopNCS PaomNP oot

L7175 @9 (@ P90 vemk T APk T PaohNC
at AN LU oot ao¢sf 0k A@rES
A havaoCoeC w38.U9° NN SHFTF@- LA
TNt CaomP ao 7 Lot Jen::

29775 ®9° (@ 07N P984 TG P934 Tm-
07 a3 PoLANT® LNSNLLT AM8U9° NEALT ¢
N-EALTL LIS NantCLhn aow/{, P DT
POLLLCITA VFTIPT hLLE4I°::

320070 AANANS T ATHVT  ooPT POIINCS
CINNNC 783 AAVT@-:: ANISE U1 PTF Oé.mé-
NP LUTrHFE PUHNT OA9° @FEAT NavhAhd
MG75  PUHNT P9°l-A  U%J NoomNd @L9°
CANT T oo FG 1A% NG 2ATTLT AL
N toowld: HCHC HTT oowld hAPY Oh4C
PATH.Y ao NPT AMmPPI® AL ALTAI:

azek 28
PULST Ch?°11S Pahocodhit 1211

1. 9% ®9° A PoI0N: PVA.S AS PYLTITT 1A
AND-:: LYV ool D9 (@ Panlmd-
VeTIST mEI° a9t PovfH L9 PoodlA
UL A9°rET AT @L9° hhdeT IC Nool?
NeL4 we9® NN 779°an Pooiirti: Pao10C:
POINE2IC: @PI° Pav QAKX ao T P0G A

2.0Q7PAX 95 700 AFPR 2 PHmenm- AT m0e P
eYLOIC T AT UGS T AN 4TS
A998 PULeNTAT®  PY2995 T+ I°UCTS
CANTSLC 2T T98E9° 2T AN

3.9 ®9° M@ POLLAIDT AT AgvfH PAD-T
12 WWEA OL9° NAA U 17707188 aveA)
MLI° avhAAhd ALTFAI°::

4. AETS  hOP  PINLAT  0A T aowlot
PULYIT TS PooAng®  01-9°NC  TIVCT
Naoamt+ AZFTm7 PavALD ao It ANT@-::

5.9299F1G  ArET Pav AR ool A8
POLTA® CUHNT LV7rh: wA9®: MG F T9°vCTs:
PUNHNT PI°%¢A UL PANT WIT7 aowlse
ao T 1RPTG oo 0T WIS 1R ool
AT N9L.OMm hTT LPGA::

Article 27
Right to Privacy
Everyone has the right to privacy. This right shall include
the right not to be subjected to searches of his home, person
or property, or the seizure of any property under his
personal possession.
Everyone has the right to inviolability of his notes and
correspondence including  postal letters, and
communications made by means of telephone,
telecommunications and electronic devices.
Public officials shall respect and protect these rights. No
restrictions may be placed on the enjoyment of such rights
except in compelling circumstances and in accordance
with specific laws whose purposes shall be the
safeguarding of national security or public peace, the
prevention of crimes or the protection of health, public
morality or therights and freedoms of others.
Article 28
Freedom of religion, Belief and Opinion
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion. This right shall include the freedom to hold or
to adopt a religion or in belief of his choice, and the
freedom, either individually or in community with others,
and | public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
workshop, observance, practice and teaching.
Without prejudice to the provisions of sub Article 2 of
Acrticle 95 believers may establish institutions of religions
education and administration in order to propagate and
organize their religion.
No one shall be subjected to correction or other means
which would restrict or prevent his freedom to hold a belief
of his choice.
Parents and legal guardians have the right to bring up their
children ensuring their religious and moral education in
conformity with their own convictions.
Freedom to express manifest one’s religion or belief may
be subjected only to such limitations as are prescribed by
law and are necessary to protect public safety, peace,
health, education, public morality or the fundamental rights
and freedoms of others, and ensure the independence of the
State from religion.
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Article 29
Crimes Against Humanity

Criminal liability of persons who commit crimes against
humanity, so defined by international agreements ratified
by Ethiopia and by othere laea of Ethiopia, such as
genocide, summary excutions, forcible disappearances or
tourture shall not be barted by statute of limitation. Such
offenses may not be commuted by amnesty or pardon of the
legislative or any other State organ.

PART THREE
Demoaocratic Rights
Article 30
Rights of Though, opinion and Expression

.Every one has the Right to hold opinions without

interference.

. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression without

any interference. This right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and import information and ideas of all kinds.
Regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print,
in the form of art, or through any media of his choice.

. Freedom of the pres and other mass media and freedom of

artistic creativity is guaranteed, freedom of the pres shall
specifically include the following elements:

a) Prohibition of any form of censorship;

b) Access to information to public interest.

. In the interst of the free flow of information, idias and

opinions which are essential to the functuion of a
democratic order, the press shall, as an institution, enjoy
legal protection to its operational independence and its
capacity to entertain diverse opinions.

. Any media financed by or under the control or the State

shall be operated in a maneer ensuring its capacity to
entertain diversity in the expression of opinion.
These rights can be limited only through laws whice are

guided by the principle that freedom of expression and
information cannot be limited on the account of the content
or effect ot the point of view expressed. legal limitations
can be laid down in order to protect the well-being of the
youth, and the honour and reputation of individuals. Any
propaganda for war as well as the public expression of
opinion intended to injure human dignity shall be

prohibited by law.
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Any citizen who violates any legal limitations on the
exercise of these rights may be held liable under the law.

Article 31
The Rights of Assemble, Demonstration and petition

. Every one has the right to assemble and to demonstrate

together with others peaceably and unarmed, and to
petition. Appropriate regulations may be made in the
interest of public convenience relating to the location of
open-air meetings and the route of movement of
demonstrators or, for the protection of democratic rights,
public morality and peace during such a meeting or
demonstration.

. This right does not exempt from liability under laws

enacted to protect the well-being of the youth or the honor
and reputation of individuals, and laws prohibited any
propaganda for ware and any public expression of opinions
intended to injure human dignity.

Article 32
Freedom of Association
Every person has the right to freedom of Association for
any cause of purpose. Organizations formed, in violation of
appropriate laws or to illegally subvert the constitutional
order, or which promote such activities are prohibited.
Article 33
Freedom of movement
Any resident of the Region or any person who lawfully
stays in the Region has, within the Regional territory, the
right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his
residence, as well as freedom to leave the Region at any
time wishes.

Article 34
Rights of Natives of the Region

1. All Ethiopians who are natives of other regions have the
Right to reside, to liberty of movement, to acquire, posses
or own property.

2. Any Ethiopian who knows the working language of the
Region has the right to be employed to by or to be assigned
toany public office in the Region.
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Article 35
Marital, personal and Family Rights

1. Men and women, without any distinction as to race,
nation, nationality, or religion, who have attained
marriageable age defined by law, have the right to marry
and found a family. They have equal rights while entering
into, during marriage and at the time of divorce. Laws shall
be enacted to ensure the protection or rights and interests of
children at the time of divorce.

2. Marriage shall be entered in to only with the free and
full consent of the intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural and fundamental unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the state.
4. In accordance with provisions to be specified by law, a
law giving recognition to marriage concluded under
systems of religious or customary laws may be enacted.
5.This constitution shall not preclude the adjudication of
disputes relating to personal and family laws in accordance
with religious or customary laws, with the consent of the
parties to the dispute. Law shall determine particulars.

Article 36

Rights of Women

. Women shall, in the enjoyment of rights and protections

provided for by this Constitution, have equal right with
men.

.Women have equal rights with men in marriage as

prescribed by this Constitution.

. The historical legacy of inequality and discrimination

suffered by women taken in to account, women, in order to
remedy this legacy, are entitled to affirmative measures.
The purposes of such measures shall be to provide special
attention to women so as to enable them compete and
participate on the basis of equality with men in political,
social and economy life as well as in public and private
institutions.

. The state shall enforce the right of women to eliminate the

influences of harmful customs. Laws customs and practices
that oppress or cause bodily or mental harm to women are
prohibited.

. (@) Women have the right to maternity leave with full pay.

The duration of maternity leave shall be determined by law
taking in to account the nature the nature of the work, the
health of the mother and the well-being of the child and
family.
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b) Maternity leave may, in accordance with the provisions
of law, include prenatal leave with fully pay.
6. Women hawve the right to full consultation in the

formulation of the national regional development polides,
the designed and execution of projects, and particularyin
the case ofprojects affecting the interests of women.

7. Women have the right to acquire, administer, control,
use and transfer property. In particular, they have equal
rights with men with respect to use, transfer,
administration and control of land. They shall also enjoy
equal treatmentintheinheritance of property.

8. Women shall have a right to equality in employment,
promotion, payandthe transfer of pension entitlements.
9. To prevent harm arising from childbirth and pregnancy
and in order to safeguard their health, women hawe the
right of access to family planning education, information
and capacity.

Article 37
Rights of Children
Every child hastheright

a)To life
b) To a name and nationality.

c) To know and be cared for by his or he parents or legal
guardians
d) Not to be subject to explanative practices neither to be
hazardous or harmful to his or education, health or well-
being:

e) To be free of corporal punishment or cruel and in
humane treatment in schools and other institutions
responsible forthe care of children.

In all actions conceming children undertaking by public
and private welfare institutions, courts of law,
administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the
primary consideration shall be bestinterests ofthe child.
Juvenile offenders admitted to corrective or rehabilitative
institutions and juveniles who become wards or the State
or who are placed in public orprivate orphanages, shall be
keptseparatelyfrom adults.

Children bom out of wedlock shall have the same rights as
children born of wedlock.
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5. The State shall accords spedal protection to orphans and
shall encourage the establishment of institutions which
ensure and promote their adoption and advance their
welfare, and education.

Article 38
Rights of Access to justice

1. Everyone has the right to bring a justicible matter to and to
obtain a decision or judgment by a court of law or any other
competent body with judicial power.

2. The dedsion or judgment referred to undersub Artidel of
this Article mayalsobe sought by:

a) Any assodation representing the collective or individual
interests ofits members; or

b) Any group or person who is a member of or represents a
group withsimilarinterests.

Article 39
The Right to vote and to be elected

1. Every citizen, without any discrimination based on color,
race, nationality, sex language, religion and political or
other opinion or other status has the following rights.

a) To take partin the conduct of publicaffairs, directlyand
through freely chosen representatives;

b) On the attainment of 18 years of age, to vote and to be
elected, inaccordance with law.

c) To vote and to be elected at periodic elections to any
office at any lewel of government. Elections shall be by
universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret
ballot, guarantying the free express of the will of the
electors.

d) Only the one who speaks the languages of nationalities
of the Region has the right to be elected.

2. The rights of everyone to be a member of his own willin a
political organization. Labor union, trade organization, or
employers’ or professional assodation shall be respected if
he or she meets the specal and general requirements
stipulated by such organization.

3. Elections to positions of responsibility within any of the
organization referred to under sub-article 2 of this
article shall be conducted in a free and democratic
manner.

4. The provisions of sub-artide 2 and 3 of this artide shall
apply to dvic organizations which significantly affect the
publicinterest...
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Article 40

The Right to Property
Every resident of the Region has the right to the ownership
of private property. Unless prescribed otherwise by law on
accent of public interest, this right shall include the right to
acquire, to use and, in manner compatible with the right of
other citizens, to dispose of such property by sale or
bequest or transfer it otherwise.
“private property,” for the purpose of this Artide, shall
and is produce by the labor, creativity, enterprise or
capital of a resident of the Region, associations which
enjoy judidal personality under law, or in appropriate
circumstances, by communities spedificallyempowered by
law to own propertyincommon.
The right to ownership of rural and urban land, as well as
of all natural resources, is exdusively vested in the State
and in the peoples. land is a common property of the
peoples of the Region and shall not be subject to sale or to
othermeans of exchange.
All famrmers of the Region have the right to obtain land with
out payment and the protection against eviction from
their possession. The implementation of this provision
shallbe specified bylaw.
Pastoralists of the Region have the Right to free land for
grazing and cultivation as well as the right not to be
displayed from their own lands. The implementation shall
be specified bylaw.
Without prejudice to the right of peoples to ownership of
land, the Regional State shall ensure the right of private
investors to use the land, on the basis payment
agreements established by law. Particulars shall be
determined bylaw.
Every person shall hawe the full right to the immowable
property he builds and to the permanent improvements
he brings about on the land by his labor or capital. This
right shall indude the right to sell, to change, to bequest,
and where the right of use expires, to remowe his
property, transfer his titte or daim compensation for it.
Particulars shall be determined bylaw.
With out prejudice to the right to private property, the
State mayexpropriate private property for public purmposes
subject to payment in advance of compensation
commensurate to the value of the property.
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Article 41

Economic, social, and Cultural Rights
Every resident of the Region or every Ethiopian who wants
to live in the Region has the right to engage freely in any
economic activity and to pursue a livelihood of his choice
anywhere within the Region.
Every resident of the Region has the right to choose his
means of livelihood, occupation and profession.
All resident of the Region hawe the right to equal access to
publicly funded socialservices.
The Regional State shall, within available means allocate
recourses to provide rehabilitation and assistance to the
physically and mentally disabled, the aged, and assistance
to the physically and mentally disabled, the aged and to
children who are | eft without parents or guardian.
The Regional State has the obligation to allocate ever-
increasing recourse to provide to public health, education
and othersodal services.
The Regional State shall pursue polides which aim to
expand job opportunities for the unemployed and the
poor and shall accordingly undertake programs and public
works projects.
The Regional State shall undertake all measures necessary
to increase opportunities for residents to find gained
employment.
Farmers and pastoralists have the Right to
receive fair prices for their products, that would
lead to improvement in their conditions of life
and to enable them to obtain an equitable
share of the national wealth commensurate
with their contribution. The Regional State shall,
in the formulation of economic, social and
development policies be guided by this
objective.
The State has the responsibility to protect and
preserve historical and cultural legacies and to
contribute tothe promotion of the arts.

Article 42
Rights of labor

1(a) factory and service workers, farmers, farm
laborers, other rural workers and government
employees whose work compatibility allows for
it and who are below a certain level of
responsibility have the right to form associations
that affect their interest.
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b) Categories of persons referred to in paragraph(a) of this
sub article have the right to express their grievances.
Including the right to strike.
c) Government employees who enjoy the rights provided
under paragraphs (a) and (b) Of this sub-article shall be
determine by law.
d) Women workers have the right to equal pay for equal
work.
2. Workers have the right to reasonable limitation of
working hours to rest, to leisure to periodic leaves with pay
, to remuneration for public holidays as well as healthy and
safe work environment.
3. without prejudice to the rights recognized under sub-
Article 1 of this Article, laws enacted for the
imp lementation of such rights shall establish procedures for
the formation of trade unions and for the regulation of the
collective bargaining process.

Article 43

The Right to Development

The residents of the Region have the right to improved
living standards and to sustainable development
The residents of the Region have the right to participate in
national development and in particular to be consulted with
respect to policies and projects affecting their community.

Article 44

Environmental Development
The residents of the Region have the right to a clear and
healthy environment.
All persons who have been displace or whose livelihoods
have adversely affected as a result of the Regional State
programme have the right to commensurate monetary or
alternative means of compensation, including relocation
with adequate State assistance.
CHAPTER FOUR
The Structure and Division of Powers of the Regional
State

Article 45
The Administrative levels of the Region
the Administrative levels of the Region comprise the zones,
wordas and kebeles. However, the Regional State Council
may establish other administrative levels and
determine their powers and duties.
The minority Nationality who reside in the
Region shall, at woredas or at other
Administrative levels, have special

representation.
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Article 46
The Regional council is the legislative organ of the
Regional State. It shall also be highest organ of the
Regional State authority. It shall be responsible to the
electorate of the Region.
The executive committee of the Regional State
administration is the highest executive organ of the
Regional State and shall be responsible to the Regional
State Council
The Regional State judicial power is vested only in the
courts of the Region

Article 47

Powers and Functions of the Regional State

All powers by not given expressly to the federal
Government by the constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia are reserved to the Regional State.
Accordingly, the Regional state shall have the following
powers and duties;
a) To formulate and execute economic, social and
development policies, strategies and plans of the Region;
b) To enact and execute the Constitution and other laws of
the Region.
c) To administer land and other natural resources in
accordance with Federal laws.
d) To establish a Regional State Administration that best
advances self-government, a democratic order based on the
rule of law; to protect and define the federal and the
Regional constitutions;
e) To levy and collect taxes and duties on revenue sources
reserved to the Regional State and to draw up and
administer theregional state budget;
f) To enact and enforce laws on the Regional State civil
servants and their condition of work, in the implementation
of this responsibility it shall take in to account the federal
State standards on education. Training and experience
required for any public position;
g) To establish and administer the Regional State police
force, and to maintain public order and peace within the
Regional State.
h) To grant pardon in accordance with conditions and
procedures established by law.
i) To levy and collect income tax from

employees of the Regional civil service and
other undertakings,

) To determine and collect fees for land
usufracturay right;

k) To levy and collect income tax from
agricultural activities.

[) To levy and collect taxes on income derived
from private houses and other properties within
the Regional State. To collect rent on house and
other properties it owns.
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a)
b)
<)

m) To levy and collect profit, sales, excise and personnel
income taxes on income of enterprise owned by the
Regional State.
n)The Federal Government and the Regional State shall
1. Joint levy and collect profit, sales, and personal income
taxes on enterprises they jointly establish;
2. Jointly levy and collect taxes on the profits of companies
and on dividends due to shareholders;
3. Jointly levy and collect taxes on incomes derived from
large scale mining and all petroleum and gas operations and
regulates on such operations.
0) To determine and collect fees and charge relating to
license issued and service rendered by the Regional State
organs.
p) Tofix and collect royalty for use of forest resources
g) To decree a State of emergency should a break down of
law and order or an epidemic occur,
r) To issue regulations which deemed necessary for the
implementation of laws, policies, and directives adopted by
the Regional State.
CHAPTER FIVE
The Regional State Council
Article 48
Members of the Regional State Council
Members of the regional State Council shall be elected by
the people for a term of five years by direct, free and fair
elections held by secret ballot.
Members of the Regional State Council shall be elected
from candidates in each electoral district by a plurality of
the votes cast. Particulars shall be determined by law.
Members of the Regional State Council are representatives
of the peoples of the Region as whole. They are governed
by:
The constitution
The will of the people; and
Their conscience.
No member of the Regional State Council may be
prosecuted on account of any vote he casts or opinion he
expresses in the Council. Nor shall any administrative
action be taken against any member of such ground.
No member of the Regional State council may be arrested,
or prosecuted or questioned without the permission of the
Council except in the case of flagrant delicto.
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6. A member of the Regional State Council may,
in accordance with law, lose his mandate of
representation upon loss of confidence by the

electorate.
Article 49

Powers and functions of the Regional State
1. The Regional State Council shall have legislative power
in matters assigned to it by this Constitution.
2. Without prejudice to the provision of the constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, all sovereign
power resides in the Council on matters falling under the
Regional State jurisdictions.
3. Consistent with the provisions of sub-Articles 1 and 2 of
this Aurticle, the regional State council shall, in particular,
have the following powers and duties:
a) To enact laws consistent with this constitution and the
Federal Constitution.
b) To establish other administrative levels or self
government administrations taking into account the
population, area and socioeconomic activities of the
Region.
¢) To negotiate and approve agreements enter in to between
the Region and other negotiating National Regional States.
d) To elect president, vice-president and secretary of the
Regional State.
e) To establish judicial organs of the Regional and zones;
f) Toestablish judicial the auditing and inspection organs.
g) To issue directives on the maintenance of peace and
security of the Regional and to establish the Regional
police and security forces;
h) To deliberate upon and approve the social and economic
development programs of the National Regional State:
i) To enact laws on matters operating to the revenue of
National Regional State and approve its own budget;
j) To establish institutions that are necessary for social and
economic development:
k) Toappoint
The president and Vice-president of the Regional Supreme
Court
The Auditor-General of the Region
I) To levy taxes and duties on revenue sources reserved to
the Region;
m) To enact laws on the Regional State civil service and
their condition of work;
n) To decree a state of emergence in accordance with sub-
Acrticle2 (q) of Article 47 of this Constitution;
0) To issue regulations for the implementation of the
Constitution and laws of the Federal Government and of
the Regional State.
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Article 50
Meetings of the council and Durations if its Terms

The presence of more than half of the members of the
Council constitutes a quorum.

The Regional State Council shall meet at least twice every
year.

The members of the Regional State Council shall be elected
for a term of five years. Election for the new council shall
be concluded one month prior to the expiry of the council’s
term

The president may call a meeting of the Council when it is
not in session. The president is also obliged to call a
meeting of the Council at the request of more than one-half
of the members.

Meetings of the Regional State council shall be public. The
Council, may however, hold a close meeting at the request
of council members or the Executive Committee of the
Regional State if such arequest is supported by a decision
of more than one-half of the members of the Council.

Article 51
Decisions and Rules of procedure of the Council
Unless otherwise provided in this Constitution, all
decisions of the Council shall be by a majority vote of the
members present and voting.
The Council shall adopt rules and procedures regarding the
organization of its legislative process.

CHAPTER SIX
The Executive
Article 52
The powers of the Executive
1. The highest executive powers of the

Benishngul Gumuz National Regional State are
vested in the Executive committee and the
president of the Regional State.

2. The Executive committee and the president
are responsible to the National Regional State
council. In the exercise of the Regional State
functions, members of the Executive Committee
are collectively responsible for decisions they
make.

3. Unless otherwise provided in this Constitution
the term of office of the president is for the
duration of the mandate of the national Regional
State Council.
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Article 53
The Effective Committee

1. The Executive committee comprises the president, the
vice-president, the secretary and other members elected
from among members of the Regional State Council.
2. The chairman of the Executive Committee shall be the
president.
3. The Executive Committee is responsible to the Regional
state Council in its decisions.

Article 54

Powers and duties of the executive committee

Without prejudice to the provision of the Federal
Constitution, the executive Committee shall have the
following powers and duties:
1. To ensure the implementation of laws and decisions
adopted by the Regional State council and Federal
Government;
2. To decide on the organizational structure of the
executive committee and organs of the Regional State, to
oversee and provide leadership.
3. To draw up and submit the annual Regional State budget
to the Regional State council and to implement it upon
approval by the later.
4. To formulate economic and social policies and strategies
and to submit it for approval to the Regional Council and
when approved by same, to implement it.
5. Toensure the observance of law and order.
6. Toissue regulations and directive
7. To carry out other responsibilities that may be entrusted
toit by the Regional State Council.

Article 55

Appointment of the president

The Regional State Council from among its members shall
elect the president

Article 56

Powers and Functions of the president

1. The president shall be the chief Executive the Chairman
of the executive Committee of the Regional State. He is
responsible to the Council and the executive Committee of
the Regional State.
2. He shall follow up and ensure the implementation of
policies, regulations, directions and decisions, adopted by
the Executive Committee.
3. He leads the executive Committee, coordinate its
activities and acts as the respective of the Regional State
Council and Executive Committee. He also presides over
the meetings of the Council and the Executive Committee.
4. He selects and submits for gpproval to the Council for

posts of the president of Regional Supreme court and the

Auditor-general of theregion.
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5. He recommends the names of heads of high economic,
social, and adiministrative establishment or bureaus of the
Regions as well as nominees for positions other than those
specified under sub-article (4) of theis Article to the
Executive Committee for appointment.
6.He shall supervise and guide the functions of the security
and police forces of the Region in the enforcement of law
and order.
7. He coordinates, supervises and leads the function of all
the administrative levels of the Region.
8. He shall, by his signature, lissane Hig gazeta laws of the
Region.

Article 57

Powers and Functions of the Vice-presidant

1. The Vice-presidant shall:
a) carry out responsibilities which shall be specifically
entrusted to him by the president and the Excutive
committee;
b) act on behalf of the president in his absence
2. The vice-presidant shall be responsible to the president
and to the Excutive Committee.

Article 58

Powers and Functions of the Secretary

In this capacity as secretary of the National Regional State
and member of the Executive Committee, he shall:
a) Organize the office of the Regional state.
b) Sserve as a custodian of all the documents of the
Regional State;
c) Ensure the propere handiling of minutes of the executive
Committee and those of the Regional State Council.
d) direct the functions of the office of the Regional State;
e) discharge such other functions as may be assigned to him
by the Excutive Committee.

Article 59

Establishment of higher Economic,social and
Administrative organs

There shall be established bureaux, commissions and other
orgsans to discharge, coordinate and guide the economic,
social and adiministrative Functions of the Region;
Bureaux, Commissions and other organs shall be
responsible to the president and excutive committee of the
Regional State. The detailsshould be detrermined by law.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Structure and Powers of the Courts
Article 60
Independence of the judiciary

An independence judiciary is hereby established in the
Regional State by this Constitution.
Special or ad-hoc courts which take judicial powers away
from the regular courts or institutions legally empowered to
exercise judicial functions and which do not follow legally
prescribed procedures shall no be established

Article 61

Religious and Customary Courts

This Constitution shall not preclude the adjudication of
disputes relating to personal and family laws in accordance
with religious or customary laws, with the consent of the
parties to the dispute. Particulars shall be determined by
law.

Article 62
Judicial powers

judicial powers, in the Region, are vested in the Courts
Courts of any State shall be free from any interference of
influence of any State organ, any official or from any other
source
Judges shall exercise their functions in full independent and
shall be directed solely by the law.
No judge shall be removed from his duties before he
reaches the retirement age determined by law except under
the following conditions;
a) When the Judicial Administrating Council decides to
remove him for violation of disciplinary rules or on
grounds of gross incompetence
b) When the judicial administration Council decides that a
judge can no longer carry out his responsibilities on
account of illness; and
¢) When the Regional State Council approves by a majority
vote the decision of the Judicial Administration Council.
The retirement of judges may not be extended beyond the
retirement age determined by law.
The Regional Supreme Court shall draw up and submit to
the Regional State Council for approval the budgets of the
regional Courts, and upon approval, administer the budget.

Article 63

Structure and Powers of the Regional Courts

The judicial organs of the Region shall be the State
Supreme Court, the High Court of zonal administration and
the Worda Courts.
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2. The Regional State Suprem courts
a) shall have the hifhest and final judicial power over
the Regional State matters;
b) Shall also exercise the jurisdiction of the Federal
high court.
c¢) Shall have power of the causation over any final
court decision of the Regional State which contains a
basic error of law.
3. The Regional State high court shall, in addition to
the Regional first instance court.
4. Decissionas rendered by the Regional State high
Court exercising the jurisdiction of the Federal first
Instance Court are appealable to the Regional State
Supremw Court.
5. The president of the RegionSupreme Court shall
present, a demand for the reimbursenet of the
expense s incurred by the regional State courts in the
exercise of the jurisdiction of the federal courts, to
the Regional State council so as shall bome by the
federal Government.

Article 64
The president and The vice-presidant of the Regional
State Suprem Court shall, upon recommendation by
the Regional state president, be appointed by the
Reginal State Council.
The Regional supreme and High court judges shal,
upon recommendationby the Regional State judicial
Administrative Coincil, be appointed by the State
Council. The Reginal State judicial Administration
Council, before submitting nominations to the State
Council, has the responsibility to solicit and obtain
the views of the Federal Judicial Administation
concil on the nominees and to forward those views
along with its recommendation. If the Federal judicial
Administration Council does not submit its views
within three months. the State Council may approve
the appointments.

Article 65

The Regional Administration Council

1. The members of the Judicial Administration
Council who shall, upon recommendation by the
president of the Regional State for appointment
candidates selected by the president of the Regional
Suprem Court, be assigned by a majority vote of the
Regional State council are the following:
a) A judges from the Suprem Court
b) Two judjes from zonal high Courts
c) A representative of the Regiona State Council
d) Three members of the Regional State council;
e) Three members from the different strata of the
sosaiety,
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f) The attomey General of the Regional State
and the police Commissioner of the Reginal
State.
2. The Presidant of the Supreme courts shall
preside over the meeting of the Judicial
Administration Council.

Article 66

The Council of Constitutional Inquiry

The Council of the Constitutional Inquiry is established by
this constitution.
The Council of the constitutional Ingiry shall have eleven
members comprising;
a) The president of the Egional State Suprem Court, who
shall serve as its predidant.
b) The Vice-presidant of Regional State Suprem Court,
who shall serve as its vice-prsidant.
c) six legal experts, appointed by the Regional State
Council on recommendation by the president of the
Regional State, who shall have proven professional
competence and high moral stading;
d) Three persons designated by the Regional State council
from among its members.
Article 67
Interpretation of the Constitution
All constitutional disputes shall, at first instance be hears
by the Council of the Constitutional Inquiry.
The Council of the Constitutional inquiry shall, if it
believes there is a need for Constitutional interpretation,
submit the matter to National Regional State Council for
approvral.

Articl 68
Powers and functions of the Council of constitttional
inquiry
The council of the constitutional Inquiry shall have powers
to investigate constitutional disputes. Should the council,
upon consideration the matter, find it necessary to interpret
the constitution, it shall submit its recommendations
thereon to the Regional State Council.
Where any court or interested party the Council of
constitutional Inquiry submits any Regional State law in
contersted as being unconstitutional and sunh dispute to it
shall consider the matter and submit it to the Regional State
Council for a final decision.
When issues of constitutional interpretation arise in the
court, the council of the constitutional Inquiry shall:
Remand the case to the concerned court if it finds there is

no need for constitutional interpretation; the interested
party, if dissatisyied with the decision of the council,

may appeal to the Regional State council.
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b) Submit its recommendations to the Regional
State Council for a final decision if it believes

there is a need for constitutional interpreteation.
CHAPTER EIGHT
Zonal Administrations

Article 69

Zonal Structure and Its working procedures

1. a zone is an administrative unit next to the Regional
State comprising of a defined number of woredas.

2. azonal administration may not have its own council.

3. A zonal admionistraton shall be responsible to the
Executive Committee of the Regional State.

4. Members of azonal administration shall be elected from
among the members of the Regional State Council.

5. Members of a zonal administration shall upon
recommendation by the Executive Committee of the
Regional State, to appoint by the Regional State Council.

6. The chairman, vice-chairman and secretary of a zonal
administration shall, likewise, be elected by the excutive
Committee of the Regional State and to be appointed by the
Regional State Concil.

7. The number of zonal administration in the Regional State
and their borders as well as the number of their excutive
Committee mebers shall be detrermined by the Regional
State Council.

Article 70
Powers and Functions of a Zonal Executive Committee
1. A zonal executive committee shall be the executivce
organ of a zone
2. members of a zonal excutive committee shall
individually and collectively direct, coordinate and
supervise the functions of the zonal office
3. A zonal exewcutive committee shall be responsible to
the executive committee of the regional statte.
4. A zonal executive shall direct, coordinate and supervise
the activities of the woredas of the zone.
5. A zonal executive committee shall undertake the social
services and economic development studies of the zone and
submit it to the executive Committee of the Regional State,
uponapproval, implement same.
6. A zonal executive committee shall draw up and submit
the annual budget of the Zone to the executive Committee
of the Regional State and uponapproval, implement it.
A zonal executive committee shall ensure the preper
protection and prescription of the historical and cultural
heritages as well as the natural resource of the zone.
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8. Azone excutive committee shall submit periodic
reports on the activities of the zonal ad ministration to
the executive committee of the Regional State
through its Cairman.
9. A zomal executive committee shall ensure the
proper implementation of the laws, policies
regulations, directives and decisions made by the
Regional State Council and the Executive committee
of the Regional State.
Article 71

Powers and Functionas of a Chairman of an Executive

Committee of a Zonal administration
1. A chairman of a zonal executive committee shall be a
chief executive of a zone.
2. In his capacity as a chief executive of a zone, he shall
have direct working relations with the executive committee
of the Reginal state.
3. He shall represent the executive committee of a zone and
coordinate its activities
4. He shall convert and preside over executive committee
meetings of a zone.
5. He shall oversee and coordinate the activities of other
Regional State Institutions and departments of the zone.
6. He shall direct and oversee the activities of the security
and police forces established to maintain public order and
peace within the zone.
7. He shall submit periodic reports on the performance of
the zone administration to the zonal and the Rewgional
State Executive committees.
8. He shall discharge such other functions as may be
assigned to him by the executive Committee of the
Regional State.

Article 72
Powers and Functions of a Vice-chairman of an
Executive Committee of a zonal Administration
1. He shall act on behalf of the chairman in his absence.
2. He shall carry out such other functions as may be
assigned to him by the chairman of the Executive
Committee of the zonal adiminstration.
Article 73
Powers and Functions of a Secretary of an Executive
Committee of a zonal Administration
He shall direct the functions of the zonal administration
office.
He shall carry out such other functions as may be assigned
to him by the chairman of the Executive Committee of the
zonal administration.
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CHAPTER NINE

Structure and Power of woreda Council
Article 74
Structure of woreda Council
1. A worda Council shall have the following organs:-
a/ A council comprising of the representatives of the
people in each kebel,
b/ An executive committee elected from among the
members of the kebele council
¢/ Judicial organ to be established in accordance with
this Constitution.
d/ office of the woreda attomy.
e/ A woreda security and police force
f/ A woreda offices for social services and economic
development.

Article 75
Powers and Functions of a woreda
Adiministration

1. A woreda administration shall have all the powers
required to formulate and determine the social
services and economic development plans as well as
to implement laws, policies, regulations and
directives issued by the Regiona State.
2. Without orejudice to a self-government it may
exercise in the admionistrative affairs and
development of the area under its jurisdiction, a
woreda administration shall be subordinate to the
Regional State toa zonal administration.

Article 76

Election of Members of a Woreda Council

Members of a worda council shall be elected by the
residents of each kebele in the woreda on the basia of
direct and free election and they shall be responsible
to their electorate, the executive committee of their
respective zonal ad ministration and through it to the
Executive Committee of the Regional state.

Article 77

Powers and Functions of a Worda Council

1. A worda council shall administer all elementary
schools within the worda
2. A woreda council administers intermidate public
health establishments
3. A worda council shall construct and maintain
lower level rural roads
4. A woreda council shall preserve and adiminister
basic agrigultural ans natural resources
5. A worda council shall levy and collect land use
taxes, agricultural product sales taxes and other
similar taxes in the worda.
6. A worda council shall approve social services
economic development and public administration
plans and programs of the worda
7. A worda council shall mobiliz the peoble for
development activities.
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10.

11.

8. It shall elect its own chairman, vice-chairman
and Secretary as well as the Executive
committee
It shall adopt its internal rules and administrative
directives
It shall utilize revenues other thean those that
fall within the domain of the Regional State and
draw up budjet.
It shall issued directives to ensure peace and
security of the woreda.
Avrticle 78
Meetings of the Council and Duration of its
Term
1. The presence of more than half of the
members of the Council constituets a quorum
2. The Worda council shall meet every three
months
3. The terms of a worda council shall be two
years. New eclection shall be held prior to the
expiry of the period of the previous council.
Avrticle 79
Powers and Functions of a Wrda excutive
committee
1. Members of an executive committee of a
worda shall be elected from among the members
of a worda council.
2.A worda excutiv committee shall be the
executive organ of the worda.
3. A worda excutive committee shall be
responsible to the worda Council and to the
higher organ of the respective zonal
administration.
4. Members of a wreda excutive committee
shall individually and collectively direct the
activities of the state agencies in the eorda.
5. It shall implement the laws, regulations,
policies. Directives, plans and programs of the
federal Government and the Regional State.
6. It shall preserve, develop and protect the
natural resources
7. It shall maintain peace and security as well as
direct and coordinate the worda police force.
8. It shall preserve the historical and cultural
heritages of the worda.
9. It shall carry out other duties that may be
entrusted to it by the worda council.
10. It shall prepare the social services, economic
development and administrative plans the worda
and submit to the worda council for approval.
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Article 80
Powers and Finctions opf a chairman of the worda
Executive Committee
A chairman of the worda executive committee shall
be responsinle to the woreda council and the highest
administrative organ and shall,
1. Represent the worda administrative
2. Preside over the meetings of the worda council and
its executive committee.
3. ensure the proper imp lementation of laws, policies,
plans and programmes as well as directives adopted
by the House of peoples Representative and by the
Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State
Council.
4. Submit periodic reports to the worda executive
committee, the worda council and to the higher
administrativew organ.
5. direct and supervise the activities of the worda
executive committee and different institutions of the
State.
6. Oversee and supervise the task of drawing up of
social service and economic development
programmes (plans) of the worda;
7. Carry out such other functions as may be assigned
to him by the worda council.
Articl 81
Powers and Functionas of a Vaic-chairman of the
worda
1. He shall act on behalf the chairman in his absence
2.He shall carrout responsiblites, which shall be
entrusted to him by the Executive Committee and its
Chairman.

Article 82
Powers and Functions of a secretary of the worda
Council
A secretary of the worda council shall be the
members of a worda executive committee and shall.
1. Organize the office of the worda council
2. Servr as a custodian of the documents of the worda
council
3. Ensure the proper handiling of minutes of the
worda council
4. Cuide the functions of the office of worda
adiministration
5. Carry out such other functions as may be assigned
to him by the executive Committee.
Article 83
worda Judical ordan
Without prejudice to the provisions of the Federal
constitution and the Regional State Constitution
regarding administration of judicial organs, the worda
judical organ shall be the lower and the first-Instance
court of the National Regional State court.
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CHAPTER TEN
Kebele Administration
Article 84
Structure
1. A kebele Administration council shall have an
executive Committee, social an economic and a
security organs as well as Social Court.
2. Members of a kebele council and members of the
other organs that shall be established by election shall
be elected by residents of a kebele on the basis of
direct and trace elections. They shall be responsible
to their electorate to the worda council and the worda
executive committee
Article 85
Powers and Functions of a kebele council
1. It shall implement plans and directives adopted by
the worda council and its executive committee
2. It shall formulate and implement and directives in
it iontry without contravening directives issued by
their court and their Executive committee
3. It shall elect executive committee members of a
kebel who small manager the administrative business
of the localty achairma, vice-chairman and a
secretary shall be elected from among the executive
committee members of the kebele.
4. It shall formulate detail plan and programs of
strategy on the proper implementation of social
adiministrative plan and programs issued to it by
higher organs as well as prepare other plans theat
may benefit the kebele .
5. It shall mobilize the populance for development
activeties.
6. It shall approve the appointment of social court
judicial submuter to it by the executive committee.
7. It shall determine the duties of the executive
committee and other committees.
Article 86
Meetings of the council and Duration of its term
1. The presenece of more than half of the members of
the kebel council constitutes aquarum.
2. The Council shall meet every month.
3. The tenure of a kebele council shall be two years
election shall be held one mouth prior to the
expiry of the term of the previous council.
Article 87
Powers and Functions of a kebele Executive
committee
1. As the executive committee of a kebele council not
a standing organ, after it formulated plancs, it shall
follow up their implementation on oeriodic meetings.
2. Members of the executive committee of a kebele
including the chairman shall be elected from among
the council members.
3.An executive committee of a kebele is an executive
organ of the laws adopted by higher organs.
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4. Members of an Executive Committee of a kebele
shall direct the functions of a kebele administration
individually and collectively.

5. An executive committee of the kebele shall be
responsible to the respective kebele council and to
the worda executive committee.

6. It shall implement development plans that shall be
formulated by the kebele council. It shall formulate
development plans and submit to the kebele council
for approval.

7. It shall suprising the proper implementation of
social services plans in the kebele.

8. It shall promote the protection, tending and
development activities of natural resources to the
highest degree.

9. It shall preserve historical and cultutral heritages in
the locality and forward suggestions for their
utilization to the higher organ in the administrative
structure.

10. It shall maintain peace and security in the
locality.

Acrticle 88

Powers and Functions of a kebele chairman

1. He shall be responsible to the executive committee
of the kebele and worda councils.

2. He shall be the representative and the one in
charge of the day-to-day administration of the kebele.
3. He shall preside over the meetings of the executive
committee and the kebele council.

4. He shall recive and ensure the proper
implementation of laws, regulations, policies and
plans of higher organs

5. He shall submit reports to the executive committee
and the kebele council as well as the executive
committee of the worda council

6. He shall carryout such other functions as may be
assigned to him by the kebele council and the worda
council

Article 89
Powers and Functions of a vice-chairman of a
kebele.

1. He shall act on behalf of the documents of a
kebele
2. He shall carry out other responsibilities which shall
be entrusted to hem by the executive committee and
the chairman
Article 90
Functions of a kebele secretary
1. He shall serve as a custodian of the documents of a
kebele
2. He shall carry out functions, which shall be
entrusted to him by the chairman, Vice-chairman and
by the executive committee.
3. He shall undertake secretarial works of the kebele
4. He shall prepare agenda of the meetings and
submit same to members of the meeting.
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Article 91
Powers and Functions of a kebele Social Court
1. Itis part of the judicial organs of a kebele
2. The judeges of a social court shall be elected by the
kebele council
3. The term of a kebele social court shall be for the duration
of the mandate of the kebele council.
CHAPTER ELEVEN
POLICY PRINCIPLES OF THE REGION \

Article 92
1. Any organ of Government shall, in the implementation
of the constitutiona, laws and policies of the federal
Government and the Regional State, be guided by the
principles specified under this chapter.
2. The term “ Government” in this chapter shall mean the
Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State.

Avrticle 93

political objectives

1. Guided by democratic principles Government shall
promote the peoples self-rule at all levels.
2. Government has the obligation to respect the identify of
Nationalities and peoples and accordrdingly to strengthen
waquality, unity and fraternity amonges them, Governmenr
shall have to provide special attention to nationalities lead
advantaged in development and to endure their equality
with others.

Article 94

Econmic Objectives
1. Government shall have the duty to formulate policies,
which ensure that all residents of the Region can benefit
from the Regions’ legency of international and material
resources
2. Government has the duty to ensure that all residents of
the Region get equal opportunity to improve then economic
conditions and promote egitable distribution of wealth
amongtest them.
3. Government shall provide spearal assistance to
Nationalities least advantaged in development
4. Government shall take measures to avert any natural and
man-made disasters, and in the event of disasters, to
provide timely assistance to the victims.
5. Government has the duty to hold, on behalf of the
people, land and other natural resources and to diploy them
for their common benefit and development.
6. Government shall promote the participation of the people
in the formulation of the Regional development policies
and programmes; it shall also have the duty to support the
initiatives of the peoplein their development endeavors.
7. Govermnet shall have the duty to formulate the ways
and means of integrating the intellectual. The energy and
the financial resources of the people so as to ensure rapid
development. It shall encourage the people to have the
highest role in the Regiona economic activities. To this
end, the people should
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only participate in the fpormulation of plans and
policies, but also in their implementation and follow
up.
8.pGovernment shall ensure the participation of women in
equality with men in development endeavors.
9. Government shall endeavor to protect and promote the
health, welfare and living standards of the working
population.

Article 95

Social objectives

1. To the extent the Country’s and the Region’s resources
permit, policies shall aim to provide all the residents of the
Region acces to public health and education, clean water,
housing and social security.
2. Education shall be provided in a manner that is free from
any religions influence. political partisanship or cultural
prejudices.

Acrticle 96

Cultural Objectives

1. government and all residents of the Region shall have the
duty to protect the natural resources and the historical
heritages.
2. Government shall have the duty, to the exetent its
resources permit, to support the development of the arts,
science and technology.
3. Government shall have the duty to support, on the basis
of equality, the grouth and enrichment of cultures and
traditions that are compatible with fundamental rights,
human dignity and the democratic Constitution

Article 97

Environmental Objectives

1. Government shall endeavor to ensure that all residents of
the Region live a clear and healthy environment.
2. The design and implementation of any economic
development programme and project shall not damage or
destroy the environment
3. People have the right to full consultation and to the
expression of views in the planning and implementation of
environmental policies and projects that affect them
directly
4. Government and the residents of the Region shall have
the duty to protect the environment.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
Miscellaneous Proivsions
Articl 98

The Regional Auditor-general
The Regional Auditor-general shall, upon
recommendation of the president of the Regional
State, be appointed by the Regional State Council.
The Regional Auditor-general shall audit,and inspect
the accounts of the Regional state institutions and
other agencies of the Regional State to ensure that
expenditures are properly made for activities carried
out during the fisical year and in accordance with the
approved allocations, and submit his reports thereon
to the Regional State council.
The Regional Audit-General shall prepare and submit
for approval to the Regional State Council his offic’s
annual budget.
The details of functions of the Regional Auditor-
General shall be determined by law.

Avrticle 99
Amendment of the constitution
Amenedment to the Provisions of this Constitution
shall be made when the proposed amendment is
supported by a three-fourths majority vote of the
Regional State council.

Assosa

july 1,1995

The Benishangul Gumuze National Regional State
Council.



